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Celebrating
Black
History
Princeton professor
gives keynote
address on a
‘revolution of value’
MORGAN O’NEAL

thedmnews@gmail.com

Eddie S. Glaude Jr. sat in front
of his bookcase filled with works
by authors such as Toni Morrison and Martin Luther King Jr.,
wearing Apple Airpods and a black
and white striped tie as he spoke
at this year’s Black History Month
keynote.
Glaude Jr. is a native of Moss
Point and a distinguished scholar of African American studies at
Princeton University, and to him,
Mississippi represents “a metaphor for America and all its contradictions, in a state that carries
such profound beauty and such
extraordinary horror.”
His virtual address, “Begin
Again: James Baldwin’s America
and Its Urgent Lessons for Our
Own,” took place via Zoom on
Tuesday evening.

SEE HISTORY PAGE 2
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Liquor stores face shortage Professor enters

WILL CARPENTER

thedmnews@gmail.com

Local liquor stores have
struggled to receive shipments on time since pandemic restrictions began in
March 2020, but recently,
it has taken some stores
two weeks or more to secure
shipments of alcohol from
the Alcohol Beverage Control.
Mississippi is one of 17
“control’’ states, meaning

that all wholesale liquor
sales are funneled through a
government controlled agency. If business owners in
Mississippi want to purchase
alcohol for their stores, they
must do so through the Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC),
commonly referred to as the
ABC.
Tommy Bruce of the Star
Package Store said during
the years he has worked
there, the store would put

in orders and receive shipments from Jackson within
one or two days.
“Before this pandemic hit, we could order today
and get our stuff tomorrow,”
Bruce said. “Now, it’s taken
up to 17 days to get an order
in. That’s how they have got
us handicapped.”
The “handicap,” Bruce
said, is that now he must
anticipate what alcohol will

SEE SHORTAGE PAGE 12

alderman race

KENNETH NIEMEYER
thedmnews@gmail.com

University of Mississippi
associate professor of sociology and international studies
Miguel Centellas has officially
entered the race for Board of Aldermen, running to represent
Ward VI. Centellas, a Democrat

and Oxford resident since 2015,
will face incumbent Republican
Jason Bailey for the seat.
Centellas joins Afton Thomas as the second university employee to enter the race for a
seat on the Board of Aldermen.
Thomas is running as a Dem-

SEE ALDERMAN PAGE 3
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continued from page 1
The UM Center for Inclusion & Cross Cultural Engagement premiered its intersectional approach to heritage
month planning last year and
has continued to implement
it this year. The approach,
called “All In. All Year,” encourages continued conversations about diverse identities throughout the academic
year.
The
continued
commitment to the “All In. All
Year” campaign and the
less-than-traditional online
formats of 2021 Black History Month events come on the
heels of a year that caused the
university to reassess diversity on campus.
The polarized state of the
country following the deaths
of George Floyd and other
Black Americans due to police
brutality last summer led to a
group of Black student leaders
demanding monthly meetings
with Chancellor Glenn Boyce
to be in better communication about how the university
can best serve the needs of the
Black community.
In January, the university
announced its commitment
to a five-year diversity plan
which aims to reconcile the
university’s racial history,
create programs to support
underrepresented students,
and increase scholarships for
women, among other things.
The plan also addressed many

of the concerns that Black
student leaders had brought
to Boyce’s attention over
the past months, including
a university commitment to
evaluate the representational
diversity of existing chancellor’s committees and work to
increase the number of underrepresented vendors and
contractors.
The “Pathways to Equity” plan is Phase II of the
university’s diversity plan
which began in 2014 under
then-Chancellor Dan Jones.
Jones created the first action
plan with the goal of broadening “the visible symbols of
our history to be more intentionally inclusive.” In the past
year, the university has relocated its Confederate monument, begun partnerships
between administration and
minority students and created its five-year plan of action.
In his keynote speech on
Tuesday night, Glaude Jr.
spoke about how critical it is
for institutions and individuals to recognize their failures

MORGAN O’NEAL / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Princeton professor Eddie S. Glaude Jr. was the keynote speaker this
year for Black History Month at UM.
critic in the tradition of James
Baldwin and Ralph Waldo
Emerson, confronting history and bringing our nation’s
complexities, vulnerabilities

“We have to live into a different way of being
together, and that means, in my view, committing
ourselves to building a country that affirms the
dignity and gravity of every human being.”
-Eddie S. Glaude Jr
2021 Black History Month keynote speaker
and reconcile them.
“In his writing and speaking, Glaude is an American

and hope into full view,” said
Je’von Franklin, a senior African American studies major,

while introducing Glaude Jr.
Glaude Jr. is also an author, best known for his
books, ‘Democracy in Black:
How Race Still Enslaves the
American Soul’ and ‘In a
Shade of Blue: Pragmatism
and the Politics of Black
America.’
He spoke about the unique
American experience over the
last four years and the “hyperpolarized” environment that
reflects deep divisions within
the United States along racial, political and class lines,
as well as the large numbers
of Black people who have died
from and experienced police
brutality over the past year.

“We have to live into a different way of being together, and that means, in my
view, committing ourselves
to building a country that
affirms the dignity and gravity of every human being, no
matter the color of their skin,
their zip code, where they’re
from or who they love, their
gender or ability,” Glaude Jr.
said. “It must involve a revolution of value, a shift in who
we are and what we value.”
Glaude Jr. said that in order for this to happen, Americans will have to tell themselves the truth about their
failures and take the risk of
doing something bold and visionary.
“Black History Month isn’t
just simply an occasion to celebrate the achievements of
famous Black people,” Glaude
Jr. said. “It’s an occasion to
look the ugliness of who we
are squarely in the face.”
The university is hosting a
variety of events throughout
February to recognize Black
History Month. On Feb. 25
at 3 p.m., the “Black Power at
UM Task Force Presentation”
will focus on the efforts and
progress of the task force. Afterward, Black Student Union
President Nicholas Crasta
and ASB President Joshua Mannery are leading the
“Black Power at UM Lasting
Impact Mixer” at 6:30 p.m.
as an opportunity to highlight
the lasting impact of the 1970
protest by Black students at
Fulton Chapel.
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UM falls behind other SEC schools in vaccine rollout
Six other schools in the conference have begun distributing vaccines
HAYDEN WIGGS

thedmnews@gmail.com

Though the University of Mississippi vaccine task force hopes
the university will receive its
COVID-19 vaccinations sometime
in mid-February, six other universities in the Southeastern Conference have already begun immunizing their staffs and students
with pre-existing conditions.
To distribute the vaccine, UM
plans to utilize the structure of Operation Immunization, the School
of Pharmacy’s annual provision of
flu shots to the university community. The vaccine administration
team that distributed the flu shots
has undergone additional training
to distribute COVID-19 vaccines,
and Provost Noel Wilkin said it is
a team in which he is “extremely
confident.”
Dr. Lauren Bloodworth, an
advisor to the Operation Immunization event and a clinical associate professor of pharmacy practice, said the vaccinations will take
place in the Tad Smith Coliseum
once operations begin. Appointment times will be available from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday, with extended hours on
Wednesdays.
“We want to give people evening hours to come as well,”
Bloodworth said in a panel on
Monday. “We’re hoping that if we
have vaccines, we will administer
400-500 vaccines per day.”
Bloodworth also said that the
university has been in contact
with administrators at Auburn
University, which received its first
doses of the vaccine in early January. The school received 3,500

ALDERMAN

continued from page 1
ocrat against incumbent Republican Mark Huelse to represent
Ward II.
In a Facebook post on Monday, Centellas said he decided to
run for the position when the Lafayette County Democratic Party
approached him about doing so.
He said that although he made the
decision to run for office suddenly,
he takes it very seriously and felt it
was his duty to serve his community.
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Approximately 180 UM pharmacy students will be assisting licensed pharmacists in administering the
vaccine.
doses of the Moderna vaccine and
began administering them immediately, with frontline healthcare
workers receiving priority.
“When we learned that Auburn had gotten vaccines, we
immediately reached out and
bounced ideas and strategies off
one another,” Bloodworth said.
The University of Florida has
also received the Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines, with the
first doses arriving in Gainesville
on Dec. 14. UF Health is following
the state of Florida’s recommendations for prioritizing vaccine
administration and only offer vaccines to staff aged 65 and over.
In Lexington, Kentucky, the
University of Kentucky has already begun vaccinating kin-

dergarten through 12th grade
teachers, healthcare workers and
providers and emergency first
responders. According to the university’s website, members of the
campus community will also continue to be vaccinated.
“(Kentucky) has rightly told
us that we are to use every dose
we get each week as quickly as
possible,” UK President Eli Capilouto said in a Jan. 15 memo to the
campus community. “This is our
commitment.”
Last week, the University of
Missouri announced its plan to
schedule 4,000 COVID-19 vaccination appointments with hopes
of reopening appointments on
Feb. 15 after another allocation of
shots.

The University of South Carolina began dispensing vaccinations via Student Health Services
in early January, following activation from the South Carolina Department of Health.
Similarly, LSU was allocated a
small number of vaccines in early
January, which it began distributing on Jan. 13. The University of
Arkansas, which began administering vaccinations around the
same time, has already distributed
shots to approximately 1,000 faculty, staff and graduate assistants.
Still, the University of Mississippi is not the only SEC institution still waiting for on-campus
COVID-19 vaccinations. The University of Georgia’s health center
has not received vaccines yet, and

“I live in the Woodlawn neighborhood. I’ve seen what a commitment to building community
can look like at its best,” Centellas wrote. “On our neighborhood
Facebook page, we help each other find lost pets and lost packages. We help each other find and
support local businesses…We do
all this for each other without concern for creed or religion or partisanship.”
Jason Bailey, Centellas’s opponent, has been in office since
winning a special election in 2012.
Bailey won a 2017 election as well,
defeating Democratic challenger
Wayne Andrews with 62% of the

vote.
Centellas’s addition to the race
is one of several changes in recent
days. Three candidates have already dropped out of the race after Mississippi Attorney General
Lynn Fitch issued an opinion on
Monday, Feb. 1 that said candidates running for ward offices in
city government must have lived
in the ward in which they are running to represent for at least two
years.
Thus far, D. Ryan Grover in
Ward III and Erin Smith and
Harry A. Alexander in Ward I
are the only candidates who have
dropped out of the election.

Ward III Alderman Janice Antonow will not seek reelection.
Former Northeast Mississippi
Daily Journal CEO Billy Crews is
running as a Democrat in Ward I
against incumbent Rick Addy. Initially, Addy said he would not run
for reelection but reversed course
on Feb. 5.
Democrats Brian Hyneman
and Alexandria White will compete in a primary, and the winner
will face Republican L. McQueen
Miscamble to represent Ward III.
Hyneman is chairman of the Oxford Planning Commission, and
White is the former interim director of the Center for Inclusion and

S. Gale denley
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Vanderbilt University announced
last month that it is not eligible to
be a vaccine distribution center.
“As this is an evolving situation, we remain in close communication with public health agencies and our Vanderbilt University
Medical Center colleagues about
vaccination efforts,” Vanderbilt
Chancellor Daniel Diermeier said
in a press release.
The University of Tennessee
and Texas A&M University are
suffering from vaccination appointments filling up and consequently being delayed due to a
lack of vaccines.
Wilkin said the COVID-19
Vaccine Distribution and Administration Task Force has discussed
whether similar delays could become a problem in the university’s
vaccine distribution plan.
The Mississippi Department
of Public Health experienced a
setback in early January following
an announcement that more Mississippians would be able to sign
up to receive a COVID-19 vaccination. Demand soon overtook the
allocated number of vaccines.
Though there is still uncertainty surrounding when UM and
Mississippi State University will
receive vaccines, university officials said they are still optimistic.
“What I’m confident in is that
the faster we get a higher percentage of our community vaccinated,
the faster we will be able to relax
protocols,” Wilkin said. “The first
step in that goal is to vaccinate
the entire population. While we
do not currently have vaccines on
campus, we are ready to administer them when we do.”

Cross Cultural Engagement and
former director of Ole Miss International. Miscamble is the owner
of Crossroads Animal Hospital.
Tracy L. Williams and John
Boyd will face incumbent Ward
V Alderman Preston Taylor in a
Democratic primary. Incumbent
Kesha Howell-Atkinson is also
running unopposed in Ward VI.
Incumbent Mayor Robyn Tannehill is seeking reelection as an
independent and will face 18-yearold challenger Brandon Pettis.
Primaries will take place on
April 6, and general elections will
occur on June 8.

FOLLOW US

PATRICIA THOMPSON

Assistant Dean/Student Media

ATISH BAIDYA

Associate Director/Editorial

ROY FROSTENSON

Assistant Director/Advertising

CONNER PLATT
Advertising Sales Manager
dmads@olemiss.edu

SALES ACCOUNT
EXECUTIVES
Matthew Eddy
Cole Sanford

THE DM INSTAGRAM

@thedailymississippian

THE DM NEWS TWITTER
@thedm_news

THE DM SPORTS TWITTER

@thedm_sports

THE DM DESIGN TWITTER
@thedm_visuals

PAGE 4 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 11 FEBRUARY 2021

County Businesses support streetscape project
resident
shot by
police
MADDY QUON

thedmnews@gmail.com

ELIZA NOE

dmeditor@gmail.com

A traffic stop on Monday
night led to the shooting death
of the driver, according to a
statement released by the Oxford Police Department. Clay
Tatum, 38 years old, was identified as the driver on Tuesday.
At approximately 11:29 p.m.
on Monday, an OPD officer attempted to stop Tatum for a
traffic violation, but Tatum
did not yield to the officer,
resulting in a pursuit. According to OPD, he fled the scene
in his vehicle, but was later
stopped. After being stopped,
Tatum fled on foot toward a
residence. In a statement, police chief Jeff McCutchen said
Tatum entered the residence
and pulled a weapon on officers. McCutchen said Tatum
ignored several demands from
officers to drop the weapon, so
police opened fire on Tatum.
He was pronounced dead at
the scene.
Just two months ago, OPD
was involved in another shooting that killed Oxford resident
Kenneth Dale Miller during a
domestic violence situation.
Miller allegedly pulled a gun
on officers.
The Mississippi Bureau of
Investigation was “immediately contacted” by OPD and has
since taken charge of the investigation. OPD officers have
turned body cam footage over
to the MBI.

Many business owners and
managers on East Jackson
Ave. are in favor of the East
Jackson Ave. streetscape project –– a construction project
to make the eastern side of
the Square more pedestrian friendly. The project was
first approved by the Board
of Aldermen on Jan. 25, and
the city has not yet released a
timeline for construction.
The project will widen the
sidewalks on East Jackson
Ave. — reducing parking spaces and building permanent
outdoor dining — and remove
more than half of the 45 parking spots.
Lee Harris, owner of
Funky’s Pizza and Daiquiri
Bar, said he loves the idea of
the streetscape project, and
he thinks it will give him approximately the same amount
of outdoor dining space that
he had before next door construction forced him to cut
back. He estimates that he
will have between eight and
10 tables outside once the
project is finished.
Harris also said that reduced parking spaces will not
be a problem for him or his
employees.
“I don’t let my boys park
there anyway,” Harris said.
“That’s why we built the parking garage.”
The city finished constructing the parking garage
on Jefferson and Monroe Avenues in fall 2019 after several
delays, adding just under 400
parking spaces to the Square.
This was a part of the city’s
2011 commitment to “provide
more public parking in the
downtown area.”
Much like Harris, Chris
Stephenson, the owner of Oxford Burger Company, said

Want the
experience
of a lifetime
every day?
Join our 2021-2022
student leadership team at
the Student Media Center!
smc.olemiss.edu
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Construction at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church at the corner of E. Jackson Ave. and S. 9th St. The Board of
Aldermen recently approved a request to advertise for bids for the East Jackson Avenue streetscape
project, which will widen the sidewalks on East Jackson Avenue.

that he and his employees also
park in the garage and other
free public parking lots that
are close to the Square.
Stephenson said he is in
full favor of the project, and
he reached out to the alderman in his district prior to
the approval to show his support. Stephenson believes that
making the street more pedestrian friendly is a great idea
and will be very helpful.
“Right now, the sidewalk
is extremely narrow, and if
you’re a pedestrian, it’s probably not that pleasant to walk
up and down this section of
Jackson Avenue,” Stephenson
said.

Brittany Case, who has
worked at Boure, Lenora’s
and The Library Sports Bar,
is now the manager of Hotworx, another of the businesses that will be affected by the
streetscape project. While she
thinks having extra space outside for restaurants will make
the overall atmosphere of the
Square more friendly, Case
said it might be an obstacle
for members of Hotworx.
“Most of our members park
on Jackson because there’s no
free parking really anywhere
(close), and then any lot is
a far distance to walk with
their mat and towel,” Case
said. “So, it might be a lit-

tle bit more difficult for our
members, but for the overall
Square, service-industry wise,
I think it’d be great for them.”
Harris said that when
thinking from a tourism
standpoint, the end product is
going to bring a lot of life to
East Jackson Ave.
“It will make the Square
pop a little better and definitely give people that don’t
have patios a chance for people that want to come sit outside, enjoy Oxford and see
people walking by and everything else that Oxford has to
offer,” Harris said.
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UM administrators detail campus vaccine process
MADDY QUON

thedmnews@gmail.com

Provost Noel Wilkin said
on Monday that “vaccinating
our community is the fastest
path back to normal” as he
encouraged students to get
the COVID-19 vaccine, but the
university will not require the
UM community to schedule
appointments for vaccines.
“We know that the path to
normal is through vaccination,” Wilkin said. “So if the
vaccine is not gotten by the
number of people who need
to get it — in order for us to
have comfort and relax the
protocols — we’ll just continue to modify operations with
the protocols.”
Wilkin was accompanied
at an information panel by Dr.
Lauren Bloodworth, a clinical
associate professor of pharmacy practice; Alex Langhart,
the director of University
Health Centers; and Dr. Hubert Spears, a staff physician
at the Employee Health Center, to discuss the university’s
vaccine rollout plan.
Wilkin clarified that the
university currently does not
have vaccines on campus for
distribution, but administrators are ready to receive them
and have the plans in place
to administer them once they
arrive.
“Once vaccines became
available to the public, our
goal has been to be able to
administer vaccines within hours of them arriving on
campus,” Wilkin said. “Our
task force administration
team has ensured that we will
be able to meet that goal.”
Langhart said that the university is registered as a distribution site and has stayed
in contact with the Mississippi State Department of
Health.
“Unfortunately, this is the
most frustrating part. It’s the
waiting game,” Langhart said.

KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

The university hopes to receive
doses of the coronavirus vaccine
by mid-February.

“But, I think it’s so important
for us to be ready at a moment’s notice that when we’re
given a call, we can roll it out,
and get it done.”
Wilkin said that the
COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration Task
Force –– comprised of students, faculty and staff –– is
going to honor the MSDH categories in terms of who to prioritize if the university gets a
limited supply of vaccines.
According to the MSDH, people who work on a college
campus, such as community
assistants, graduate students,
faculty and staff, are eligible
to get the vaccine first.
Since the university has
not yet received any vaccines,
there is no way to tell whether it will receive the Pfizer or

Moderna vaccine. However,
according to some pharmacy
students who attended the
hour-long university training
to administer the vaccine, it
would be ideal for the university to receive doses of both
the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines to provide second doses to community members
who have received a first dose
from elsewhere.
“We’ll take whatever they
give us,” Langhart said. “We
have the capacity and capability to handle both the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines.”
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Bloodworth, who is leading the effort to administer
the COVID-19 vaccine on
campus, said the university
has set up a clinic in the Tad
Smith Coliseum to administer
about 450-500 vaccines per
day after the university receives the vaccine.
Whether the MSDH will
ask UM to help vaccinate the
Oxford community is also undecided. Until that decision
is made, the vaccinations will
solely focus on the campus
population.
“If (vaccinating the Oxford

community is possible) because of the resources that
we have here for us to be able
to serve a large community,
we are definitely going to do
that,” Langhart said.
Spears, who has worked
in the medical field for over
40 years, also said that the
COVID-19 vaccine is the best
and the safest vaccine he has
ever seen.
Wilkin added that the
university has plans to communicate with the University
of Alabama at Birmingham,
where the head of vaccination distribution has been
responsible for the distribution of over 29,000 doses.
This will be a collaborative
effort to reassure the strategies they already have in
place and learn about UAB’s
practices as well.
“When we first got started, and we learned that our
university had a vaccine, I did
make contact with colleagues
(at UAB), and we bounced
ideas and strategies off of one
another,” Bloodworth said.
Wilkin said that it is too
soon to predict what the
threshold for vaccinated campus community members
might be, and when the university will be able to start
relaxing safety protocols on
campus.
“What I’m confident of is
that the faster we get a high
percentage of our community vaccinated, the more likely
and the faster we will be able
to relax protocols,” Wilkin
said.
Spears said that COVID-19
is more likely to mutate if
people refuse to take the vaccine and continue not to wear
masks or social distance.
“I think we should challenge people,” Spears said.
“Don’t do it just for yourself,
do it for your family, friends,
your country and even the
world because it’s that important.”
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TENNIS

Rebels prepare for
weekend matches
KELBY ZENDEJAS

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss men’s and
women’s tennis teams are
gearing up for their weekend matches. The women are
set to play North Alabama at
home, and the men will travel to Stillwater, Okla., to play
against Oklahoma State. This
will mark the women’s fifth
game of the spring season,
while the men are headed to
their sixth.
Both the men’s and women’s teams landed in the top25 rankings after the first
weekend of the 2021 spring
season. The women sat at No.
23 and the men at No. 17. The
newest rankings that came
out on Feb. 4 moved the Rebel
men to No. 20 three days after
their 4-3 loss to Memphis.
Meanwhile, the women’s
team is coming off a 4-3 win
against Memphis on Feb. 2
and is preparing for the North
Alabama Lions, who have an
overall record of 1-3. The Rebels swept Memphis in doubles
with duos such as No. 24 Alexa Bortles and Sabina Machalova, No. 44 Tereza Janatova
and Anna Vrbenska, and Ti-

phanie Fiquet and Elysia Pool
conquering the victories over
the Tigers. In singles, sophomore Kelsey Mize secured the
win for the Rebels as she won
the third and final set 6-3,
pushing the Rebels to the top.
The last time the North Alabama Lions and the Rebels
faced off was on Feb. 8 when
the Rebels gave the Lions a
tough 7-0 loss. The Rebels
currently sit with an overall
record of 2-2.
While the women placed
a win on the record, the men
suffered a loss to TCU last
week, falling 4-3 in a competitive match. The Horned Frogs
took the win after senior Finn
Reynolds lost in the final set
6-7 (5), 7-6 (5), 6-1 in the singles matches.
The Rebel men are now 1-4
on the season and are preparing for the match-up against
nationally ranked No. 15 Oklahoma State. The Oklahoma
State Cowboys are currently
2-0 as several of their games
set for earlier in the season
were canceled or postponed to
a later date. The wins for the
Cowboys resulted from their
matches against Wichita State
and Tulsa.
38125
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Above:Finn Reynolds lunges
across the court to recieve an
opponent’s shot during a match
against TCU. Ole Miss men’s
tennis fell 4-3 to TCU on Feb. 7.
Right: Jakob Cadonau returns
an opponent’s shot in a match
against TCU.
The Rebels were on track
for a great 2019-2020 season,
and after the season cutoff
due to COVID-19, the overall
record for the Rebels was 104. The Rebels faced the Cowboys on Jan. 31 last season,
winning 4-2 after junior Jan
Soren Hain delivered a come-

back win for the Rebels.
The women’s home match
against the North Alabama
Lions begins on Friday, Feb.

12 at 1 p.m. The men will start
their match against the Oklahoma State Cowboys on Friday, Feb. 12 at 5 p.m.

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING

Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-Midnight, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
38083

38124

YOU DONT WANT
THEM RESPONDING
TO YOUR TEXT.

38126
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Softball opens season
RILEY COMDEN

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss softball team
will start its the season on Friday,
Feb. 12, down in Troy, Ala.,bama
at the Trojan Classic. The Rebels
will play five games this weekend,
facing off against colleges such as
Belmont, Chattanooga, Troy, and
University of Alabama-Birmingham (UAB).
The Rebels will face the UAB
Blazers at 9 a.m. on, Friday morning, and then, they will take on
Troy at 2 p.m. thatPM Friday afternoon. On Saturday, Ole Miss
will battle it out against Belmont
at 9 a.m., and then Chattanooga
at 11:30 a.m.. On, Sunday morning, the Rebelsy will once again
take on Chattanooga again at 9
a.m..
Belmont had only five wins
and 14 losses in the 2020 season,
and Chattanooga only recorded
seven wins and 14 losses before

the season was canceled due to
COVID-19. The Trojans went 17-6
on the season, while UAB went
15-11, losing to Ole Miss twice
at the Blazer Classic on Feb. 21,
2020.
Ole Miss head coach Jamie
Trachsel is in her second season
here at Ole Miss. In the 2020 season, the teamOle Miss went 12-13
overall with no wins and three
losses in the conference. The Rebels are looking to start the 2021
season off strong, and are projected by the SEC Preseason Poll
projects them toto finish at No.
8eighth in the SEC.
Standout players for the Rebels who are returning from last
season include junior Mikayla Allee and senior Autumn Gillespie.
Allee as she led the Rebels with
an impressive .356 batting average and a .513 on-base percentage last year as a sophomore, and
she. Allee started in all 25 games
at shortstop last year with only

three errors on the season. Senior
Autumn Gillespie also started in
all 25 games last season, either
behind the plate or as a designated player for the Rebels in the
2020 season. She was second on
the team with a batting average
of .349 and she led the team with
five home runs, 21 runs scored,
17 walks, and a .651 slugging percentage by the close of the 2020
season.
Jessica Puk is also back for
her senior season after starting in
all 25 games last year, either as a
designated player or in the outfield. Puk batted .324 last season
to put her in the No. 3 spot for at
the third-highest batting average
on the team. The Iowa -native put
together seven extra-base hits,
including four doubles and three
home runs.
The Rebels start out their
season this Friday with a game
againstin Troy, Alabama as they
take on UAB at 9 a.m..

PHOTO COURTESY PETRE THOMAS VIA OLE MISS ATHLETICS

Jessica Puk swings the bat at the game vs North Alabama last season.

Women’s basketball to take on Crimson Tide
RILEY COMDEN

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss women’s basketball team earned two SEC
honors this week with junior
forward Shakira Austin receiving
Co-SEC Player of the Week and
freshman Madison Scott being
namedreceiving SEC Freshman
of the Week.
The two honors this week
break the program record for the
total number of honors in a single season, which hitwas set to
six during the 2006-2007 Elite
Eight team season. This marks
Scott’sthe fourth Freshman Player of the Week honorfor Scott,
as the forward helps bring this
team’s the total number of freshman honors to six total. Snudda
HANNAH GRACE BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
Collins received the other two.
As Scott also becamebecomes Valerie Nesbitt faces off against Kentucky’s Chasity Patterson. Ole Miss defeated No. 14 Kentucky 72-60 in an
the first player in Ole Miss history upset on Feb. 4.
to earn the award four times in a
single season., Austin is the first Top -10 list with South Carolina’s eragesis averaging 17.1 points per 20th of her career with 21 points
UM player to receive the Player Aliyah Boston as the only two game, 8.1 rebounds, 1.6 steals and 12 rebounds. It was also her
of the Week honor since former SEC representatives on the list. and, 1.5 blocks, while also shoot- second consecutive double-douplayer Crystal Allen did so in De- Austin currently sits at 924 ca- ing 53.7% percent overall.
ble performance of the season,
cember of 2018.
reer points, 663 career rebounds,
During the 70-62 Kentucky which makes her the first RebEarlier this week, Austin was and 153 career blocks. As for the upset, Austin clinched her fifth el to do so since former player
named to the Lisa Leslie Award current season, the forward av- double-double as a Rebel and the Shandricka Sessom in December

2015. AustinThe forward tallied
17 points in the first half against
the Wildcats and helped the Rebels maintain their largest halftime
lead since 2015.
Austin’s grand performance
against the Kentucky Wildcats
marks her sixth 20-point game
this season and her 13th double-digit scoring game of 14 this
season.
Meanwhile, Scott tallied
points of her own during the
game against the Wildcats as
well. The freshman earned nine
points, eight rebounds, two assists, two blocks, and one steal.
In rebounds, Scott leads the SEC
and ranks No. 1616th nationally
among freshmen with an average
of 7.2 per game.
The game markeds her sixth
with at least eight rebounds
during this season, and Scott. The
forward also set a career-high of
two blocks against the Wildcats
that night.
The next team the Rebels will
play is the Alabama Crimson Tide
on Feb. 11, at 6:00 p.m. The game
will be broadcasted live on SEC
Network+.

Steps Away From Campus &
South Campus Rec Center
Immediate Move-Ins Available
Walk To Campus Location
1, 2, 3, & 4 Bedrooms
Swimming Pool
Outdoor Lounge & Fire Pits

Furnished Options
Campus Transit Stop
Fitness & Cardio Center
Pet Friendly
Fully Renovated
38092

FlattsAtSouthCampus.com
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF LAFAYETTE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN RE: VALIDATION OF THE THREE MILLION FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY THOUSAND
DOLLAR ($3,570,000) OXFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT, OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI, TRUST
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2021 (EVIDENCING PROPORTIONATE INTERESTS IN A GENERAL
OBLIGATION LEASE) (THE “TRUST CERTIFICATES”)
NO.: CV2021-077(L)

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
TO: THE TAXPAYERS OF THE OXFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT,
OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI
You are hereby notified that the matter of the validation
of the above-described obligation will be heard on the 22nd day
of February, 2021, at 9:30 o’clock a.m., in the Chancery Court of
Lafayette County, Mississippi, at the Lafayette County Courthouse in
the City of Oxford, Mississippi, at or before which time and date written
objections to the validation of the issuance of said obligation, if any,
must be filed.
By order of the Chancellor, this the 9th day of February,
2021.
SHERRY J. WALL
CHANCERY CLERK
LAFAYETTE COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI
BY: Tina Johnson, D.C.

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.
IN THE DM CLASSIFIEDS

Please
RECYCLE
your DM!

KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Devontae Shuler is guarded by Tennessee players at the game on Feb. 2. The Rebels won 52-50.

Devontae Shuler earns
Co-SEC Player of the Week

KELBY ZENDEJAS

thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss basketball senior Devontae Shuler earned
his first Co-SEC Player of the
Week honor on Monday after
heroic performances last week
against both Tennessee and Auburn. The South Carolina native
shares the weekly honor with
Missouri’s guard Dru Smith.
Shuler led the team to two
SEC upsets this past week as he
helped with the Tennessee victory on Feb. 2 and also hit the
game-winning shot against Auburn on Feb. 6. During the Tennessee game, in which the Rebels won 52-50, Shuler recorded
team-highs with 15 points and
seven rebounds with. The senior also went on a 7-0 run
against the Vols in the late second half that resulted in a four-

point lead, ultimately claiming
the victory.
In the game against Auburn
that the Rebels won 86-84,
Shuler earned a career-high of
26 points, earned team-highs in
assists with four and rebounds
with six and also had his ninth
multi-steal game of the season.
In addition to that statistics,
Shuler hit the game-winning
buzzer-beater with 0.2 seconds
left on the clock to go into overtime for the Rebels. The guard
earned the fourth spot on the
Ole Miss all-time list for career
steals and also landed in the career top 10 for three-pointers
scored.
The video of Shuler’s buzzer-beater was everywhere on
Twitter Saturday night as the
Ole Miss Athletics highlight
garnered 261.9k views with

shoutouts from Rebel fans everywhere. Head coach Kermit
Davis retweeted the tweet of
Shuler scoring stating, “Hotty
Toddy, so happy for our players
and fans.”
During this season thus far,
Shuler leads the team in scoring
with 15.5 points per game, 3.6
assists per game and 1.7 steals
per game. Shuler ranks in the
SEC’s top 10 in those categories
and also ranks No. 4 in assists/
turnovers ratio with 1.6 and
No. 6 in three-pointers with 2.
In addition, he has scored six
20-point games, three of which
were against SEC opponents.
Shuler and the rest of the
Rebels will prepare to host No.
10 Missouri on Wednesday at
the Pavilion. The game is set for
8 p.m. and will be aired on the
SEC Network.

WE ARE HIRING
Now hiring layout designers,
staff photographers and
illustrators
Email resume and work
samples to dmeditor@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S GOLF

Rebels take second place in first spring tournament
KELBY ZENDEJAS

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss women’s golf
team traveled to Sarasota, Fla.,
this week to place second in the
Heroes Ladies Intercollegiate.
The team finished with a score
of 284-279-288 — 851 on Feb. 9.
This score marks the third-lowest
tournament score in school history, and the Rebels led the tournament until the final day. However,
Oklahoma State ultimately took
the tournament win.
On the first day, Feb. 7, the
Rebels finished at the top with
a score of 284 (-4). On day two,
the Rebels maintained the lead,
totaling a 284-279—563 (-13). After Oklahoma State rallied back,
the Rebels fell to the Cowgirls as
Oklahoma finished with 288-279282—849 (-15).
Seniors Julia Johnson and
Kennedy Swann finished in the
top five individual scores with
Johnson in second place and
Swann tied for third with the
University of Georgia’s Caterina
Don. The Georgia Bulldogs placed
right below the Rebels, with a final
score of 295-277-292—864 even.
PHOTO COURTESY PETRE THOMAS VIA OLE MISS ATHLETICS.
“This one is going to sting a
little bit, but it helps (us) realize
Chiara Tamburlini in The Ally Tournament at Old Waverly Golf Club in West Point earlier this season.
what we need to work on moving
forward,” head coach Kory Henkes said from Ole Miss Athletics.
“Overall, to finish second in a great
tally top five finishes is definitely of. We left some shots out there ter for this to happen early in the
field and have Julie and Kennedy
something that we can be proud over the last few days, but it’s bet- season rather than later.”

A few key moments came from
the Rebel’s performance on the final day of the tournament.
Johnson earned her 12th career top five finish after the Louisiana native finished at with a score
of 67-69-71—207. The score sets
her tied for the lowest individual
54-hole score in program history.
She led in par-4 scoring with a -9
and came second in birdies with
a score of 16 at the tournament as
well.
Swann finished with 68-6973—210, the second-best 54-hole
score of the Texas native’s career. Sophomore Andrea Lignell
earned her third top 15 finish of
the season, totaling 218, and junior Ellen Hume finished with
a total score of 224. Sophomore
Chiara Tamburlini totaled a score
of 225, trying for 39th place.
Programs such as Iowa State,
Northwestern, Virginia and Texas
Tech faced off as well. Iowa finished fourth, Northwestern and
Virginia tied for fifth and Texas
Tech finished seventh.
“I think you learn more from
getting second place in a tournament than you do from winning,”
Henkes said. “We’re just going to
reflect back on our rounds and
move forward.”
For its next competition, the
Ole Miss women’s golf team will
travel to Gainesville, Fla., for the
Gator Invitational from Feb. 2123.

FOR

GET IN SHAPE
EASTER BREAK
HOTWORX offers 24/7 unlimited access to
virtually instructed infrared sauna workouts.
Using innovative infrared technology, each
15-minute HIIT or 30-minute Isometric session
provides incredible results in less time!
Try All of our Virtually Instructed Workouts:
HOT ISO

HOT PILATES

HOT BARRE NONE
HOT BANDS

HOT YOGA

HOT CORE

HOT CYCLE

HOT BUNS

HOT WARRIOR

HOT BLAST

HOTWORX.NET/STUDIO/OXFORD
916 E JACKSON AVE | Located on the Square
(662) 638-3580

@HOTWORXOxford
38089
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Rebels earn SEC accolades

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://www.
thedmonline.com/classifieds.

RENTALS

APARTMENT FOR RENT
BETWEEN CAMPUS AND
SQUARE 2 bedroom 1 bath
apartment. 403 5th $920
(662)832-0117

APARTMENT FOR RENT
WALK TO SQUARE 121
Price. Spacious 1 bed 1 bath
apt. w/ study. $530 Parental
guarantee required. Available
August (662)832-0117
APARTMENT FOR RENT
2950 S. LAMAR 1 Bd/1 BA
Student $510 - Non-Student
$550. Add $100 if second
tenant. Year lease required.
(662)832-0117

HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM 2 BATH W/
LOFT. large fenced yard, 2 car
garage, patios, all appliances.
224 Salem $1080
662-832-0117
HOUSE FOR RENT
2 BLOCKS FROM SQUARE
1215 Adams. 1 bedroom 1
bath House. $520 month
Available August.
(662)832-0117
CONDO FOR RENT
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR,
2 BA, Gated / Pool. With W/
HANNAH GRACE BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
D. Internet/ Cable. $1200.
Available April 1 901-262- Shakira Austin and Madison Scott both earned SEC honors following Ole Miss’s win against Kentucky on Feb.
1855
4. Austin was named Co-SEC Player of the Week, and Scott was named Freshman of the Week.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINOS

NOW HIRING DRIVERS
at BOTH Oxford locations!
Make $12-$18 an hour!

Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
ACROSS
1- Stepped;
5- Periods of history;
9- Parisian possessive;
12- Fermented grape
juice;
13- Small nails;
15- Slay;
16- Economist Smith;
17- Command to the
band;
18- Son of Isaac and
Rebekah;
19- Ladies of Spain;
21- Extend the duration
of;
23- Zilch;
24- “Much ___ About
Nothing”, play by
Shakespeare;
25- Figure of speech with
“like” or “as”;
28- Bookish;
33- In readiness;
34- Classic autos;
35- Barbie, e.g.;
36- VCR button;
37- Yearns;
38- 1959 Kingston Trio hit;
39- Pitfall;
41- The last Mrs. Chaplin;
42- Island in the Bay of
Naples;
44- Sebaceous cyst;

46- Parentless child;
47- Legal thing;
48- On the peak of;
49- Ragtime dance;
53- Dehydrate;
57- Pet name;
58- Sherpa’s home;
60- Capital of Italy;
61- Custardy dessert;
62- Growl angrily;
63- Like Death Valley;
64- Religious sch.;
65- Up ___ good;
66- Swabbies;
DOWN
1- “____ the night before
Christmas ...”;
2- Travel on;
3- Son of Judah;
4- Satanic;
5- Natural gas
component;
6- Worker’s reward;
7- Perform;
8- Jump lightly;
9- Japanese soup;
10- Brio;
11- Garden pest;
14- Austrian composer;
15- Scar tissue;
20- Acting part;
22- Like some jobs;
25- Somewhat,

38120

SOLUTION TO 2.4 PUZZLE

colloquially;
26- Not moving;
27- Book after Jonah;
28- Medicinal shrub;
29- Garment of ancient
Rome;
30- Pizazz;
31- Extremely;
32- Killed;
34- Chamber;
37- Gives slack;
40- Individual;
42- Black bird;
43- Existing power
structure;

45- Soak flax;
46- Verdi opera;
48- I don’t give ___!;
49- Does in;
50- Egypt’s river;
51- Dutch cheese,
wrapped in red wax;
52- Confined, with “up”;
54- When said three
times, a 1970 war movie;
55- Islamic ruler;
56- Beatty Oscar film;
59- Kung ___ chicken;

RILEY COMDEN

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss women’s
basketball team earned two
SEC honors this week with junior forward Shakira Austin
receiving Co-SEC Player of
the Week and freshman Madison Scott being named SEC
Freshman of the Week.
The two honors this week
break the program record
for the total number of honors in a single season, which
hit six during the 2006-2007
Elite Eight team season. This
marks Scott’s fourth Freshman Player of the Week
honor, as the forward helps
bring this team’s total number of freshman honors to six.
Snudda Collins received the
other two.
Scott also became the first
player in Ole Miss history to
earn the award four times in
a single season. Austin is the
first UM player to receive
the Player of the Week honor
since former player Crystal

Allen did so in December of
2018.
Earlier this week, Austin
was named to the Lisa Leslie
Award Top 10 list with South
Carolina’s Aliyah Boston as
the only two SEC representatives on the list. Austin
currently sits at 924 career
points, 663 career rebounds
and 153 career blocks. As for
the current season, the forward averages 17.1 points per
game, 8.1 rebounds, 1.6 steals
and 1.5 blocks, while also
shooting 53.7% overall.
During the 70-62 Kentucky upset, Austin completed her fifth double-double as
a Rebel and the 20th of her
career with 21 points and 12
rebounds. It was also her second consecutive double-double performance of the season, which makes her the first
Rebel to do so since former
player Shandricka Sessom
in December 2015. Austin
tallied 17 points in the first
half against the Wildcats and
helped the Rebels maintain
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their largest halftime lead
t
since 2015.
Austin’s grand perfor-U
mance against the Kentuckyo
Wildcats marks her sixthw
20-point game this seasont
and her 13th double-digit
scoring game of 14 this season.
Meanwhile, Scott tallied
points of her own during the
game against the Wildcats as
well. The freshman earned
nine points, eight rebounds,
two assists, two blocks and
one steal. In rebounds, Scott
leads the SEC and ranks No.
16 nationally among freshmen with an average of 7.2
per game.
The game marked her
sixth with at least eight rebounds this season, and Scott
also set a career-high of two
blocks against the Wildcats
that night.
The next team the Rebels
will play is the Alabama Crimson Tide at 6 p.m. on Feb. 11.
The game will be broadcast
live on SEC Network+.

SUDOKU©

Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

NOVICE

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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OPINION
Students, vote in the municipal elections
KATIE DAMES

thedmopinion@gmail.com

What two things last
around four years and have
a major impact on an 18 to
22-year-old’s future? An undergraduate degree and the
term of your local college
town mayor and the Board of
Aldermen.
Oxford has upcoming races
on June 8 for the seven Board
of Aldermen spots and the
mayorship, a race that currently features independent
incumbent Robyn Tannehill
running against 18-year-old
Oxford native Brandon Pettis.
Maybe these races seem irrelevant or insignificant, but municipal elections may play the
largest role in a UM student’s
campus career.
Last August, the Association of American Colleges &
Universities found that 71%
of college students said they
were “absolutely certain” that
they would vote in the 2020

presidential election, but how
many students are certain
that they will vote in municipal elections? Although there
are major obstacles to voting
in the upcoming municipal
elections for many students, it
is critical to make your voice
heard in the community you
adopt during your degree.
Restrictions in the Lafayette-Oxford-University Community prevent at least a
quarter of UM students from
voting in these races. Because
the university is not part of
Oxford city limits and instead
is part of Lafayette County,
students who live on campus
are unable to vote for Board
of Aldermen candidates. This
limits the ability of the nearly 25% of students who live
on campus to decide on who
controls the safety and the
economy of the community by
which they are surrounded.
Even for the county, state
and federal races in which
students who live on campus

can vote, there are significant
challenges. There is no polling
place on campus, putting students without cars at a disadvantage to access to the polls.
The university community is
well aware of this problem,
and for the 2020 election, the
Office of Community Engagement rented shuttle buses to
allow on-campus students to
reach the polls. However, taking the bus still drains valuable time out of a student’s inflexible weekday. For students
rushing to classes on campus,
traveling at least half an hour
round trip to the polls poses
a challenge for voter engagement.
Just a few weeks into the
legislative session, committees in the Mississippi Legislature already killed HB 802,
a bill that would require fouryear private and public universities to have on-campus
voting precincts;a similar bill
was introduced in the Mississippi House of Representa-

tives in early 2019 and died
there, too.
The ASB Senate passed a
resolution to show support
for the legislation. Earlier in
the fall of 2018, the ASB Senate passed another resolution
to advocate for an on-campus polling place, but that
decision was more a show of
support than action, which
is ultimately left up to voting
officials. Another solution
would be to cancel class on
Election Day, but these attempts have hardly worked
for federal elections, let alone
municipal ones.
These stacked barriers
against accessible voting make
local elections seem hardly
worthwhile of the time and
energy required to participate
in them — especially for students who only see themselves
living in the LOU community
for four years.
The pushes for an on-campus voting place and canceled
classes matter. However, UM

students feel the direct impact
of local elections, even for
those who are only here for a
few years.
The Board of Aldermen
controls the mask mandates
that will determine our wellbeing. It has the power to
serve as an advocate, possibly even influencing whether
or not the Confederate monument leaves the Square. It
makes the decisions that support the local businesses that
students will hopefully return
to when they bring their kids
to their alma mater someday.
As the popular Oxford hashtag
says, we get to live here, which
means we have the opportunity and responsibility to engage
with local politics.
Katie Dames is the opinion
editor from Saint Louis, Mo.,
majoring in international
studies.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Understanding the truth of lynching
Dear Editor,
Teaching a child the
importance of telling the truth is
a value many of us share. When
a child has done something that
causes shame, a caring adult
can only help if they understand
what was actually done. The
value of truth-telling extends
to adulthood. For example,
if one is in a doctor’s office,
it is important to convey the
truth of what one is feeling. It
is not helpful to say “Doc, I’m
feeling fine,” when in reality
you’re having trouble breathing
and can’t taste anything. The
physician can only be helpful
if they know the truth of how a
person is feeling.
Likewise, in a democratic
society –– whether a city,
county, state or country –– it is
important to honestly grapple
with the truth of the past to
engage the present in life-giving
ways. Telling a fuller, more
complete history is a partial
but necessary step toward
healing and the possibility of
reconciliation.
Collectively, we need to
know a fuller history of our
past. We need to understand
how things were done and why
they happened. In this state

and in our county, we need
to acknowledge the truth of
lynching: the fact that many
times, a mob of white men
abducted and brutally killed
an African American man in
Lafayette County. We need to
acknowledge that mob violence
is never acceptable. We need to
understand the lasting impacts
of lynching on our community
and on families within our
community. It is only in telling
the truth and hearing the truth
that we can address the injustice
of these acts.
It took intention, serious
effort and time, but in
Germany, there has been an
honest reckoning with the
Holocaust, including painful
acknowledgement of what was
done to Jews, the Roma, LGBTQ
people, people with disabilities
and other marginalized groups.
In her book “Learning from
the Germans,” Susan Niemann
writes,
“What
readmitted
Germany to the family of
civilized nations only decades
after the Holocaust and allowed
it become a leading power in
Europe was the recognition of
its crimes. Having the will to
face your shameful history can
become a show of strength.”
One of the ways we tell

history in this country is
through our public markers
and memorials. On Jan. 19,
2021, the Lafayette County
Board of Supervisors met and
unanimously approved the
placement of a marker on the
grounds of the Courthouse
that will list the names of the
seven Black men who were
lynched by mobs of white men
in Lafayette County between
1877 and 1950. Naming and
acknowledging this shameful
past must be done. These seven
men were among the more than
650 African Americans lynched
in Mississippi and nearly 4,000
African Americans lynched in
_ during the age of domestic
racial terrorism.
As the Equal Justice
Initiative’s report “Lynching
in America, Confronting the
Legacy of Racial Terror” says,
“Only when we concretize the
experience through discourse,
memorials, monuments and
other acts of reconciliation can
we overcome the shadows cast
by the grievous events.”
We are grateful to the
Lafayette County Board of
Supervisors for working with
us and taking this action, and
we appreciate that through
several
conversations,

important
differences
of
perception and perspective
surfaced. What helped move
us forward together was honest
engagement and dialogue,
where people were able to share
their own stories and know they
were being heard.
We are humbled that later
this year there will be a marker
in our most public place in
Lafayette County that will speak
truth in the name of justice. This
is not the end of our work but
a milestone on this path, and
we welcome others to join us
on this rewarding journey. We
believe the acknowledgment of
this history is important for all
of us and can become a point of
strength in our community.

Offered with gratitude and
respect,
Lafayette
Community
Remembrance Project
Rev. Dr. Gail Stratton
April Grayson
Lydia Koltai
Effie Burt
Michael Johansson
Rev. Duncan Gray
Randon Hill
Alonzo Hilliard
Terry Hilliard
Deanna Kreisel
Jon Scott
Martha Scott
Rev. Wil Howie
Fred Laurenzo
Laura Harper
Correl Hoyle
Donald Cole
Hans Sinha
Pastor Lee Robinson

Opinion Policies:
Columns do not represent the views of The University of
Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian. The Daily Mississippian
welcomes letters to the editor, which should be emailed to
dmletters@olemiss.edu. Letters should be no longer than 300
words. They may be edited for clarity, brevity and libel. Thirdparty letters and those with pseudonyms or no name will not be
published. Letters are limited to one per individual per month.
Letters should include contact information, including relationship
to the university, if applicable.
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continued from page 1
need to be restocked further
in advance. The two and a
half week wait prevents him
from ordering a product for a
customer and receiving it the
next day, making it hard to do
business.
Bruce said any liquor store
in Mississippi would echo the
same difficulties.
On Feb. 4, state representatives sent House Bill 997
to the state Senate, where it
now waits to be heard. The
bill proposes privatizing the
sale of alcoholic beverages in
the state and would allow for
stores to purchase their supplies directly from distributors, rather than through the
ABC.
The legislature has attempted to pass bills like it
before, but given the degree of
backed up shipments, liquor
stores are keeping a close eye
on Bill 997.
Ryan Copple, manager at
Kiamie’s Package Store, said
since the beginning of the
pandemic, the delivery delays
have slowly gotten worse because, in part, of all orders being funneled through the ABC.
“The state said they were
going to catch up in September of this past year,” Copple
said. “They had started doing
bulk shipments, big orders of

bigger items all at once, and
they thought that was going
to catch them up, but it apparently slowed them down
even more.”
Copple said if liquor distribution were to become privatized, Kiamie’s would be
able to respond better to customers’ needs. The downside
of privatization, he said, is
that the state would regulate
individual stores, rather than
the single source of alcohol
distribution that is the ABC.
Kiamie’s, among other liquor stores, would also save
money by not having to order through the ABC. Alcohol
purchased through the state
is subject to a 27.5% markup,
meaning that if a liquor store
purchased one $25 bottle, the
ABC would collect roughly
$6.88 of that payment.
The new legislation would
bring that fee down to 18%, so
a store would only pay around
$4.50 extra for the $25 bottle.
Though it may not seem
like much, according to Rep.
Trey Lamar, who drafted Bill
997, the decrease would lower
the state’s profit from the ABC
markup by around $80 million to $50 million.
“The state is basically the
middleman, so they make a
bit of a profit through it,” Copple said. “It would actually be
cheaper for us to buy from the
distributors themselves instead of through the state.”
Along with the issue of
anticipating orders like Star
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Kiamie’s Liquor Store on Jackson Ave.

Package, some stores also reported that they cannot sufficiently restock as long as
the ABC’s daily cap on order
quantity continues.
The cap, set at the beginning of the pandemic, limits
the amount of alcohol a business can order to a single 100
case shipment per day. Prior
to the pandemic, there was no
limit.
Elaina Madison, a shift
leader at High Cotton Wine
and Spirits Warehouse, said
that while 100 cases a day
sounds high, it depletes quicker than one might expect. Like
other stores, High Cotton also
remains two weeks behind on
shipments.
“You’re only allowed to order so much,” Madison said.
“There’s kind of like a queue
of orders that we just have
to wait on, and if somebody
comes in and buys a full case
of something, we’re out of
stock on it until they finally
ship us the rest.”
The owners or workers
from each store said they had
seen little response from ABC
on the issue, but ABC has
stated the problem will be resolved.
“Everybody has to order
through ABC, and if they don’t
have something in the warehouse, then you can’t order
it,” Madison said. “They ship
everything through Mississippi, so if they’re behind, everybody kind of has to deal with
the backlash of that.”
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